Frequently Asked Questions about the AIDS Drug Assistance Program (ADAP)
What is the situation with the ADAP Program?

The Program is closed to new clients who want to sign up, starting 1/22/10. Also, Tier 2 and Tier 3 medicines will be removed from the list, starting 3/1/2010. For people currently signed up for ADAP, you will continue to receive your HIV treatment medicine. People currently signed up for ADAP and receiving Tier 2 and Tier 3 medicine may continue to receive those until 3/1/10. After that, you will need to take your non-HIV medicine prescriptions to a regular pharmacy.
What does closing mean?

No new applicants will be approved to receive medicine through the NC ADAP.  However, you should still apply for the program and if you are eligible you will be placed on a waiting list.
Will I continue to be able to receive my medicine to treat my HIV/AIDS?

Right now there is no change to the medicines provided by ADAP to treat HIV/AIDS.  As generic (non-brand) forms of these medicines become available, these may be provided in place of the brand named HIV medications.   

Will I be taken off of ADAP if I’m already on it?

We are committed to making sure that people who are currently using the ADAP Program to get their medicine on Tier 1 are not being removed from ADAP. If you are not sure about whether your medicine comes from ADAP, contact your case manager or the NC ADAP program (877) 466-2232.

Why did the ADAP close?

ADAP closed because many new people enrolled and because costs went up. ADAP needs to be sure that the clients being served now on the Program can continue to receive medicine and so must close to all new applicants.

When will the ADAP re-open?

We do not know when the ADAP will be able to serve new clients. 

What if I am not on medicine to treat my HIV?

You will not need ADAP and can wait to apply and be added to the waiting list when your provider is ready to start you on medicine to treat HIV.  If that happens, your clinician’s office or your case manager can also help you to apply to pharmaceutical (drug companies) assistance programs to see if you can get your medicine from them until ADAP is able to re-open. It is still important to see your provider regularly to monitor your health even if you are NOT on HIV medicine. 
What if I need HIV medications but I’m not on ADAP now?

Your provider or case manager has a list of pharmaceutical companies (drug companies) who make the HIV medicines. They will help you to apply to each of these companies for their assistance programs. Eventually we hope there will be one application for all the companies to share. Right now, you may have to fill out several different applications, and if you are approved you will probably have to renew with these companies every 3 or 6 months. You should also apply to NC ADAP so that we can add you to the waiting list, in hopes of reopening in the future.

What are Tier 2 and Tier 3 medicines?

Tier 2 medicines are mostly generic (not brand named) medicines that treat health problems like high blood pressure or diabetes.  Tier 3 medicines are mostly brand named medicines to treat other health problems like high cholesterol, diabetes and anemia. If you did not get a copy in the mail your provider will have the full list, or you can find it on the ADAP website:

http://www.epi.state.nc.us/epi/hiv/adap2.html
or you can call ADAP toll-free (877) 466-2232 to get a copy of the medicines on the ADAP drug list. 
Where can I get my medicines from Tier 2 and Tier 3 from now on?

If you are on any of these medicines, please contact your provider or case manager as soon as possible so that they can help you with other ways to get your medicines. They can help you decide where to get these medicines. Many generic medicines are available at low cost from drug stores.  Many brand named medicines can be obtained through the drug companies that make the drugs, through their assistance programs. Your case manager can help you find that information.

Will the Tier 2 and Tier 3 medicines be provided by ADAP in the future?

The Medications Advisory Committee for ADAP (a group of doctors/clinicians and pharmacists) is reviewing the tiers and making suggestions. Any client can also call (ADAP toll-free number), write, or email to make suggestions. It is unlikely that Tier 2 and Tier 3 drugs will be available in the near future through ADAP.
What is being done to lower costs?

The Medications Advisory Committee is looking at ways that medicine costs can be cut down. Some medicines, like those on Tier 2 and Tier 3, will have to be removed to be sure the Program can provide the main medicines to treat HIV/AIDS.  Medicines on Tier 1 will use generic forms wherever possible.
Background Information:

Nationally, the number of individuals on ADAP waiting lists has grown more than 825% since April 2009;
As of January 28, 2010, the following states have ADAP waiting lists: Arkansas, Idaho, Iowa, Kentucky, Montana, Nebraska, North Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Utah, Wyoming;
Following CDC guidelines, North Carolina has been able to increase HIV testing by 73% over the past three years;
Unemployment rates increased in North Carolina and now stand at 11%. The rate of unemployment and uninsured individuals, along with the continuing HIV epidemic, has swelled and therefore so has the demand for the ADAP;
Over the past two years, the number of clients served by ADAP has increased by 29%;
ADAP, also know as the HIV Medications Program, uses a combination of state and federal funds to provide low-income residents of the state with assistance in obtaining essential medications to fight HIV/AIDS;
ADAP purchases the medications in bulk from a pharmaceutical wholesaler, and a central pharmacy dispenses and sends the prescriptions for each client to the client’s designated address. 

